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PART ONE
FADE | N:

EXT. - ZURDI C - AZURA ACADEMY - TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY

Several dozen single-pilot airships gleamfromtheir
starting points on a runway. An observation deck flanks them
to the rear, the silhouette of a flight acadeny soaring
above the arena.

Thirteenth fromthe end of the first row, SHANA VALNERR
grips her cockpit controls, bracing herself for the starting
signal .

Sweat drips fromunder her cap as she squeezes her eyes
shut .

FLASHBACK - SHANA' S CHI LDHOOD HOVE - DAY

Shana’s mother MRIA lies ill in bed. A YOUNG SHANA
appr oaches.

YOUNG SHANA
How are you feeling, Mam?

MR A
Alittle better, | think. Having
t he wi ndow open hel ps sone -
there’s a | ovely breeze today.
Don’t you think the sky | ooks
pretty, Shana?

YOUNG SHANA
The sky? It’s the nost beauti ful
thing |I’ve ever seen!

She spins in a circle, teeters to a stop, then bounces back
to sit at her nother’s bedside.

YOUNG SHANA ( CONT’ D)
After you, of course, Mana.

Mria laughs faintly and strokes Shana’ s hair.

MR A
If 1’mnot careful, ny baby bird
will fly off to who knows where!
GQuess |'d better hold on extra
tight!

She squeezes her in a hug.

( CONTI NUED)
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YOUNG SHANA
Hold extra tight and don’t |et go!
When you're better, we'll fly

together, all the way past the
cl ouds! Ckay, Mama?

Mria smles sadly.

MRl A
Yes, I'd like that very nuch.

END FLASHBACK.

EXT. - ZURDI C - AZURA ACADEMY - TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY
A | oudspeaker crackles and screeches. Shana gul ps.

COVMANDER TANI TH (O . S.)
Wl cone to the third quarter
practical exam nations! At this
time, your Obital should be in
position and ready for takeoff. As
a precaution, all phasers have been
| ocked to their | owest frequency
for the duration of the nelee. Your
score shall be cal cul ated based on
your tactical application, display
of aerial maneuvers, and total
sust ai ned damage. ...Pilots ready?
On ny mar k!

Shana whi t e- knuckl es her control sticks.

TANITH (O S.)
Thr ee!

MEMORY FLASH - the sil houettes of a trio of youngsters
hol di ng hands against a sumer sky filled with fireflies.

TANITH (O S.)
Two!

MEMORY FLASH - A young girl, LIA, visiting Mria |ooks out
t he bedroom w ndow in terror; a shadow passes over the city.

TANITH (O S.)
One!

MEMORY FLASH - A bonb drops froma strike fighter enbl azoned
with a crest containing the nane "lzaria."

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

TANITH (O S.)
Start!

Shana expl odes off the runway with precision focus, whirling
and weavi ng between her conpetitors.

From t he observation deck, a young nman in a cadet bl ue
uniform LAVI, follows her novenents tensely.

Anot her candi date attenpts to attack from Shana’s blind
spot; Shana executes an ambitious feint.

Lavi relaxes his grip on the railing before him

Farther down, the panel of judges sits at a long table,
engrossed in the action.

A nmustached MAN in a | ab coat renpves his glasses with
interest, zeroing in on Shana’ s perfornmance.

EXT. - AZURA ACADEMY - TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY (LATER)

Back on the airstrip, the candidates line up beside their
vehi cl es for inspection.

As the panel of judges noves from each applicant to the
next, his or her final marks are di splayed on a nassive
scoreboard nounted over the observation deck. So far, no one
has passed.

Shana sal utes as the panel approaches, COVMANDER TANI TH
anong them

COVWANDER TANI TH
At ease, Ms. Val nerr.

Shana rel axes sonewhat .
The panel begins their inspection, scribbling on clipboards.
The must ached man exchanges gl ances with Tanith, who nods.

TANI TH
Ms. Valnerr, this is Dr. Marcoh,
director of aeronautics for the
Bur eau of Def ense.

DR. MARCCOH
Ms. Val nerr, watching you fly is
al nost as nuch a pl easure as
meeting you in person. You're quite
t he i npressive young | ady.
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SHANA
Thank you, sir.

DR. MARCCH
Commander Tanith has informed ne
that you ve applied to join the
| nfi nauts, correct?

Shana nods.

Shana smni |

And asi de from your obvious
academ c achi evenents, what makes
you think you re the wonman for the

] ob?

SHANA
Vll, it’s ny dream sir. Ever
sincel was a little girl | wanted

to fly past the clouds. Flying with
t he highest in the | eague seened
like the best way to get ne there.
Besi des, who doesn’'t want to fly
first class?

DR. MARCCOH
First class, eh? What if | told you
| could do you one better?

SHANA
How do you nean?

DR. MARCCOH
In the last year, nmy team has been
devel opi ng a new O bital nodel
called a Bladewing. It links
directly into the central nervous
system mnimzing reaction tine to
virtually zero, and allow ng for
execution of unique tactical
maneuvers on the fly, if you'l
pardon the pun.

es thinly.

DR. MARCOH ( CONT’ D)
Even better, it automatically
stores newy created noves in its
dat abase for future use.
Theoretically speaking, if you can
think it, it can do it, and do it
again. In other words, it relies on

intelligence, real skill. Today,

you have denonstrated both. On

behal f of the Bureau, 1'd like to
( MORE)
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DR. MARCOH (CONT' D) (cont’d)
of fer you a position on our staff
as a test pilot.

SHANA
What about ny original application?

TANI TH
Your ranking based on today’'s
graduation test will remain
separate from any other post you
choose to accept independently. The
Acadeny recomended you for this
project after extensive reviews of
your acadeni c and practi cal
achi evenents. Therefore, we support
your participation in both
capacities. Should you do so, you
will be excused fromduty as
needed.

SHANA
And who else is a part of this
proj ect ?

TANI TH
Several of our senior officers, as
well as a few younger fliers like
yoursel f. You may renmenber Anton
Corvi, he was in his [ast year when
you j oi ned the Acadeny.

SHANA
Ch, ny, um friend Lavi was in the
class below him so |’ve nmet him
before, yes.

Tanith stiffens slightly at the nmention of the nane.

Shana shoots her a | ook, but Dr. Marcoh hol ds out a sheaf of
papers secured to his clipboard.

DR. MARCCH

Way don’t you have a | ook at the
contract? You don’t have to decide
right away. | must return to the

| ab toni ght, but our operations

t hensel ves don’t resune for two
nore weeks. You should note however
t hat whether or not you decide to
join us, we would appreciate your
di scretion regarding the project.

Shana flips through the contract.

( CONTI NUED)
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| will say though, it would be a
shane not to have you on our team
It's people like you that have the
power to put an end to the fighting
in the lzarian Province.

Shana’ s head shoots up, her eyes fierce.

She si gns

SHANA
Do you plan to use the Bl adew ngs
to defeat the rebels then?

DR MARCOH
Well yes, the sooner they're fully
functional, the better -

SHANA
Count me in.

DR. MARCOH
|’ msorry?

SHANA

" msaying that | accept your

offer, Dr. Marcoh. Thank you very
much for the opportunity. | prom se
| won’t |let you down.

the contract.
DR. MARCOH

T- Thank you, Ms. Valnerr. W
appreci ate your enthusiasm

He hol ds out his hand and they shake.

He sml es

DR. MARCCH
You know what, I'’mnot really
supposed to allow it, but how would
you |like to take her out for a
trial run? Get a taste for all you
have to | ook forward to?

SHANA
You brought one with you?

DR. MARCCH
Yes, of course. Had to get approval
fromyour Acadeny board of safety
now didn't [?

and wi nks at Tanith.

( CONTI NUED)
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DR. MARCCH
I f you're not busy just now, why
don’t we have ourselves a | ook-see?
|’mtold they stored her in a nore
private hangar on the back | ot, you
know t he one?

Shana grins, nodding.

DR MARCOH
Wonderful! After you then, M.
Val nerr!

I NT. - PRI VATE HANGAR - DAY

A streamined, silver airship gleans fromits space in the
hangar .

Shana stands to the side with Tanith as Dr. Marcoh readi es
the cockpit, her eyes hungrily follow ng the contours of the
exterior.

SHANA
(under her breath) Sexy.
DR. MARCCOH
Al right, she's ready for ya!
TANI TH

And you're sure it’'s safe?

DR. MARCCH
It passed inspection at the |ab
| ast week and here this norning, so
| can confidently say, "Yes,
m’ am"” to that! W'l be on the
headsets with her the whole tine.
But just to be sure, you can send a
coupl e spotters out with her if you
want .

SHANA
Don’t bother, it’ll just take nore
time getting them prepped and down
here. Besides, can’'t be any nore
dangerous than the practicals |
just took, right?

TANI TH
Wth the way you flew, | suppose
not. Al right, no spotters, but
t hat nmeans no stunts either!
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SHANA
Roger that. Thank you, ma’ am

DR. MARCCOH
Wonderful! Ckay, Ms. Valnerr, let’s
get you in the air!

Shana gets into the cockpit.
A headset | abel ed "Nervegear" descends over her eyes.

The backrest of the seat is nolded to imtate the human
spi ne, nodes running up into the neck.

Built into the heads of the arnrests are touchscreens
linking to the main display panel, sem -transparent agai nst
t he wi ndshi el d.

The dashboard contai ns several other displays, including
digital pressurization controls, an airspeed indicator, a
machnmeter, a nedical nonitor, and a tactical database.

DR. MARCCH
It's voice activated. Just state
your name and it’ll do the rest.
SHANA

Shana Val nerr.

BLADEW NG NAV
Val nerr, Shana. Welcone to
Bl adewi ng nodel 1315NASB. | am
Tsadde. Shoul d you encounter any
probl ens or desire nore information
about any aspect of the operating
system please address ne for
assi stance. Wien you are ready for
t akeof f, assume your position on
t he gravigate.

Shana lines herself up over the gravigate in the hangar
floor.

The notion-activated hatch opens, but the Bl adewi ng renmai ns
in place, held up by gravity fields integrated into the gate
peri neter.

SHANA
Rel ease gravity fields.

TSADDE
Gavity fields disarmng in 3, 2,
1

( CONTI NUED)
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Shana al l ows the Bl adewi ng barely a nonent of descent before
she zoons off.

She perfornms sone basic maneuvers to Dr. Marcoh’s shouts of,
"Wonderful, wonderful!™ fromthe hangar. She all ows herself
a whoop of joy, elated by the rush of executing noves sinply
by thinking them

SHANA
Oh, | could get used this! Let’s
see how fast you can go, baby girl.

She tries to accel erate.

TSADDE
You have reached the maxi mum
airspeed permtted for this trial.
Time remai ning: six mnutes,
thirty-four seconds.

SHANA
No stunts, now no speed? So not
sexy. Quess I'I|l have to get Lavi
to make up for your poor
performance | ater, huh? Azura knows
he’s good for all three.

TANITH (O S.)
(mffed) That's it, Valnerr,
test run’s over!

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

EXT. - REALM OF ARACELI S - WOODLAND - DAY

A druid apprentice, LAVI, sits at the center of a smal
clearing. His legs are | oosely crossed in sone form of
nmeditation or prayer, his palns pressed together, mddle
fingers interl ocked.

After several nonents, he relaxes, falling back to lie
spreadeagl ed on the forest floor.

A BLACK JAGUAR CUB pads around his head, nuzzling him
gently.

Lavi reaches up under her belly and lets his fingers graze
her side. She purrs.

A distant flute sounds, and he rises, watching the cub
frolic to the nel ody.
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He retrieves and dons his thigh pouch, tightening the straps
around his hip and I eg. He renoves a scroll fromit and
draws a synbol in charcoal at the center of the canvas.

He straightens and calls to his famliar.

LAVI 2
Shana, it's tine!

The cub yaps, and trots to his side, instantly sober.
Lavi fingers her ears affectionately for a nonment.

LAVI 2
Ready?

She bows her head, a | ow runble issuing fromher throat.
The two brace thensel ves in unison.

Lavi raises two fingers nearly level with his face. He
cl oses his eyes, focusing, and begins to chant.

LAVI 2
Lei twa un’'laeriumtor unbratiem
marr akesh du nethil’  bra fo | etico!

WHOOSH - Withing dark matter explodes fromthe scroll.

Pul | ed together by the incantation, Lavi and Shana transform
into a great, inky bird.

The surface of its feathers ripples, and we see that each is
conposed of ancient runes crawling and connecting to one
anot her .

BLAST - The ink-beast takes to the skies, soaring over the
forest and past a village nestled in a valley towards the
nount ai n range beyond. It |ands at what appears to be a
SHRI NE ENTRANCE

The flutist stands atop a ledge lined with stone steps
| eading into the shrine, ushering the villagers inside.

Lavi rel eases the spell and he and Shana join the procession
as a second player harnonizes with the first.



11.

I NT. - ARACELIS - SHRINE - DAY

The muted sound of hand drumns, | ow hunm ng and chanti ng
overlap with the flutes.

Rows of villagers sit cross-legged before a great altar,
cl aspi ng hands and swayi ng as they sing.

Lavi takes his place anong the druid apprentices, and adds
his voice to the choir.

Shana norphs into a songbird and trills along with the
ot hers.

Agirl in a white kaftan dress and veil kneels in prayer
bef ore stone carvings of gods and goddesses. Beside her
rests an ornate crescent-shaped bell.

She turns to face the villagers and rai ses her arnmns.

The singing intensifies gloriously; her hands formfists and
it ceases.

Though she is but a young girl, she addresses the villagers
as woul d an el der.

HI GH PRI ESTESS | THYLI A
O ny children, ny Azure Eye has
shown ne the passing of the Il mri
bl oodl i ne. The Day of Nam ng has
cone at |ast!

The hall fills with cheers. Lavi and his brethren remain
still.

| THYLI A
W1l the apprentices please rise.

Lavi and his conpanions stand, their famliars al ongside
t hem

| THYLI A
On this day, four of our brothers
and sisters wll join the ranks of
our prophets. They will enter the
Azure, and protect our realmwth
their Sight. As architects and
arbiters of the Beyond, their
famliars shall manifest into their
final fornms to help guide their
Si ght as they delve into the
Unwitten.

She retrieves the summoni ng bell and raises it high.

( CONTI NUED)
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A hush falls over the crowd.

| THYLI A
| will now call upon the spirits of
the Azure to bear witness to the
cerenmony. Spirits of the Azure,
wel conme t hee!

She rings the bell.

The congregation bows their heads until the final echo fades
fromthe hall

| THYLI A
When | call your nane, approach the
stand and renove your clothing for
the C eansing. Once the spirits
have bl essed you, you will enter
t he Azure.

Lavi D elrion!

Lavi joins the priestess at the altar as the drunms and
chanting resune.

He strips to his waist, then kneels before the statues.

The priestess dips her hands into a basin of clear, dimy
glow ng |iquid.

Cuppi ng them high, she faces Lavi. The water seeps between
her pal ns.

I NT. - AZURA ACADEMY - LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Lavi raises his face into the water streamng fromthe
shower head. He finishes up and twists the tap, exiting the
shower stall.

As he towels off, we hear snatches of other boys’
conver sati ons.

BOY 1
Did you see the practicals this
norni ng? | heard they only passed
one candi date, can you believe it?

BOY 2
Wth those lzarian Alliance
bastards threatening insurrection,
| m surprised they passed anyone
this time around. My fol ks voi ded

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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BOY 2 (cont’d)
nmy application, said it was safer
to stay in school. Probably worried
| d get assigned sonewhere
danger ous.

BOY 3
It’s that Valnerr girl they passed,
right?

BOY 1
Yeah, Little Mss Perfect, that's
what | heard.

BOY 2
Hey, she’s not all bad. G eat
grades, great ass -

Lavi slans his |ocker shut wwth a resounding clang and a
gl are.

The boys di sperse. Lavi heaves a sigh.
| NT. - AZURA ACADEMY ATRI UM

Lavi, now dressed in his own cl ot hes, anbles down a set of
curved narble stairs.

He reaches the bottom and gazes fondly up at an enornous
gol den statue of a arced wing that follows the curve of the
st ai rcase.

Frantic footsteps echo from above.

SHANA 1
Lavi, Lavi, wait up! | didit! I
did it, come see!

She hurries down the last of the stairs, and waves a | eat her
badge hol der triunphantly in his face, giddy with
exci tenent.

| passed! I'mofficially an
I nfi naut! Can you believe it?

LAVI 1
You bet | can! | was watching from
t he observation deck - you were
phenonenal !

He throws out his arns and they hug, |aughing.

( CONTI NUED)
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LAVI 1
Congratul ations! | knew you could
do it!

SHANA 1

| trained with the best, after all.

LAVI 1
Vel ..

He rocks back on his heels, thunbs hooked in his suspenders.

Shana tucks the badge into her bag where a brand new uniform
is snugly fol ded. She w pes at her cheek.

SHANA 1
Your hair’s danp. Did you take your
O bital out for another run?

LAVI 1
No, | was stuck in the |ift doing
mai nt enance. Don’t tell anyone, but
| snuck her into the private hangar
on the back [ot. Now that they’ ve
i ssued those warnings to prevent
any nore sabotage attenpts, |
figure I can’t be too careful. Not
to nmention that | want her in top
shape for next week’s assignment.

SHANA 1
| can’t believe they' re sending you
all the way to the fourth tier and
you' re only second rank. ...Are you
worried?

LAVI 1
Because of the uprisings? Alittle.
But we'll be with Commander Tanit h,
so l'"'msure it’Il be fine. Besides,
| don’t do nuch anyway.

SHANA 1
Just stand there and | ook pretty?

Lavi grins and gives a sportive shrug.

LAVI 1
If that’s what Tanith asks of ne.

SHANA 1
Does she?

( CONTI NUED)
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LAVI 1
Shana.

SHANA 1
Wl |, does she?

Lavi doesn’t answer. Shana shoul ders her bag with a huff,
and shoves past him

LAVI 1
Hey wait, where are you off to?
| NT. - ACADEMY LI BRARY - DAY

Shana strides past rows of bookshel ves, her jaw set, eyes
| ocked on a lanplit table near the Psychol ogy secti on.

Lavi jogs up behind her; she refuses to | ook at him

He tries to catch her arm but she shakes himoff.

SHANA 1

| told you to quit follow ng ne.
LAVI 1

Look, Shana, |’msorry. Wiat do you

want me to say? She’'s ny superior -
| didn’t want anyone to get hurt -

SHANA 1
Alittle too late for that, don't
you t hi nk?

LAVI 1
Don't be such a child! I'mtwo

years your senior, and |’ve been
| ooking after you for nearly as
| ong. You owe ne sone respect.

Shana rounds on him Lavi puts his hands up defensively.

SHANA 1
Why, does it make you feel small,
like less of a man if | don't? |I'm
sure Tanith can take care enough of
that for the both of us -

The library-goers shoot them di sapproving glares at her
shrill tones.

( CONTI NUED)
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LAVI 1
Wul d you keep your voi ce down?
Listen to ne, it’s not what you
t hi nk, okay? She was the only one
maki ng advances. | told her that it
wasn’t right, that | wasn't
interested. That | already had -
soneone el se.

SHANA 1

What mekes you think you "have" nme?
LAVI 1

|, well - because you have ne,

don’t you?

Shana’s expression softens. She smles, rolls her eyes, and
stretches up to kiss Lavi’s cheek.

He takes her hand, playing with her fingers.

LAVI 1
Happy now?

SHANA 1
You could do with a shave.

LAVI 1
| thought you liked a bit of
scruff! Ch fine, if I clean it up

sone, then will you be happy?
SHANA 1
Not quite.
LAVI 1
Why? What are we even doing here
anyway ?
SHANA 1
Resear ch.

She retrieves several books fromthe surroundi ng shel ves.

Lavi gl ances at the spines of the two peeking out from under
Shana’s arm "Astral Projection and Bilocation: Msteries of
the Cccult” and "Lore Gal ore: Dreamwal kers and

Doppl egangers. ™ Both vol unes are dusty and hastily
ear mar ked.

LAVI 1
You're really not supposed to do
that to the corners, you know.
Public property and everyt hing.

( CONTI NUED)
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SHANA 1
In case you haven't noticed, I'ma
bit too preoccupied to worry about
that right now The Devil’s in the
details ny ass.

LAVI 1
More likely it’s in Ms. Grard.

He nods towards the head |ibrarian’s desk, his eyes flicking

over to a
| anps.

severe-| ooki ng wonman |ighting the |ast of the

LAVI 1
| f she catches you, you can bet
she’ || be after nore than just your

ass, which, | mght add, I won't be
covering if she fines you.

SHANA 1
Yeah, like | said, don’t have tine
to care about that right now

LAVI 1
What are you tal king about? The
practicals are over, you ve got
not hi ng goi ng on.

SHANA 1
Ch, | have plenty going on, believe
me. No, really...l"mgoing to tel

you sonething, and | need you to
believe nme, all right? Don’t |augh.

Lavi | ooks at her, bew | dered.

| " ve been having these dreans. No,
not the nightmares, they're
different. Well, sort of. You're
still there. Sort of.

LAVI 1
So you’ ve been dream ng about ne,
huh? No wonder you got upset about
Tanith -

She reaches under his jacket and snaps a suspender strap.

LAVI 1 (CONT' D)
ON Shana, what the hell - |-
mean, hello, Ms. Grard.

( CONTI NUED)
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M5. G RARD
This is a library, not a |oony bin.
Ei t her escort yourselves to a
check-out clerk or out the door.
Your pi ck.

Subdued, Shana and Lavi shuffle off to the front desk. Shana
dunps the books in front of the clerk and heaves a sigh.

LAVI 1
You’ve had a | ong day. Wiy don’t we
take the trammay hone instead
t oni ght ?

Shana nods.

I NT. - METROPOLIS OF AZURA - CABLE CAR - NI GHT

The tram glides over the city towards the | ower town.

Shana | eans agai nst the wi ndow, watching the buildings drift
past. She stares wistfully at several adjacent districts in
varyi ng stages of restoration.

Lavi slides his armaround her shoul ders and gently pulls
her away. Hi s hand on her head, she buries her face in his
sl eeve.

END CF ACT TWO

ACT THREE

I NT. - ARACELIS - LAVI'S QUARTERS - NI GHT

SHANA, in human form enters the cottage, flitting about to
i ght candl es.

Under her robes, deep blue tattoos run up her bare skin, the
prong-edged wi ||l owy patterns connoting a kind of fierce
grace.

She rushes out to retrieve a wan-1ooking Lavi.

Hi s arm around her neck, Shana hel ps himinside and onto the
bed.

He rubs his eyes with a groan.

LAVI 2
| don’t know how Ithyli
all day. She didn't tel

( MORE)

a does that
| any of us
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LAVI 2 (cont’d)
how exhausting that was going to
be.

Shana wets and wings out a cloth at the washbasi n.

SHANA 2
The first time usually is.
Sustai ning astral projection for
that | ong takes sone getting used
to.

She returns to the bed, |eaning down to dab his face.

SHANA 2
You' || feel better after you take
sone rest.

LAVI 2

You nust be tired too. Tethering ne
to the physical plane for so | ong
can’t be easy.

SHANA 2
An anchor may rust, but it does not
weary. So the navigator needn’t
Worry.

LAVI 2
You are ny friend. OF course |I'm
going to worry.

He takes the cloth fromher, and hol ds her hands.

LAVI 2
| never got the chance to fully
admre you in this form You're
beauti ful, Shana.

SHANA 2
My true formis far nore inpressive
| think. But since it would be
illogical to assune it on this
plane, I amable to take this shape
because of your strength.

LAVI 2
|’mnot so sure. It would seem
there may be anot her reason.

SHANA 2
On?

( CONTI NUED)
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LAVI 2
When | enter the Azure, | see a
| and of snoke and steam and bei ge
and bronze. There is a girl who
| ooks |ike you. She lives with a
boy who | ooks like ne. She flies in
a great gray beast that sits like a
stone until her touch makes it
sputter to life. She nmust be very
strong to work nmagic wthout a
spel | ...

Shana’ s expressi on grows serious.

A | ook of

LAVI 2
But then there are other tines
where she is not so strong. She
t hi nks of her nother often. She
does her best to hide it, but | can

tell it saddens her. She cries
herself to sleep...and yet, it is
curi ous.

SHANA 2
VWhat is?

LAVI 2

When she sl eeps, she lives through
your eyes and dreanms our reality.
It is a magic greater than | have
ever known. ..

qui et conprehensi on sweeps across Shana’ s face.

SHANA 2
It would seem that we have
resonated with two others who share
our soul s.

LAVI 2
Qur soul s?

SHANA 2
Peopl e are made out of stars, yes?
Then it is not outside the real m of
possibility for nore than one
person’s soul to share the sane
star. And if the Azure serves as
the gateway to billions of other
uni verses, it would nake sense for
the course of at |east one of those
realities to run al ongsi de our own.
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LAVI 2
So when | entered the Azure, our
souls were naturally drawn
t oget her ?

SHANA 2
Four hearts parallel, converging
anong the stars.

LAVI 2
But what of the girl, the other
Shana? Her world does not contain
magi ¢, at |east not our Kkind. How
can she see us in her dreans?

SHANA 2
| suppose if the will of one's
heart is strong enough, anything is

possi ble. ..

I NT. - AZURA LOVER TOM - LAVI'S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT
Lavi portions out a freshly-cooked nmeal onto two pl ates.

LAVI 1
Chow s on!

He gets no reply.

LAVI 1
What, you got your nose buried so
far in those books you can’t snel
this deliciousness? | nade your
favorite!l Cnon, let’s cel ebrate!
... Shana?

He hops upstairs and into
SHANA' S ROOM

Star charts and diagrans detailing the designs of vintage
and nodern airship nodels plaster the walls. A large poster

| abel ed "Nepht hys Command" hangs over the bed. Evening |ight
streans through the open wi ndow. Underneath it, the library
books lie strewn about the floor. Shana sleeps in the mddle
of the ness.

Lavi surveys her with a sigh, but can’t help smling.

LAVI 1
| should be annoyed with you for
flaking out on nme, but you're so

( MORE)
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LAVI 1 (cont’d)
damm cute now I’ mjust annoyed with
mysel f. At |east you’ re sl eeping
soundly for once.

He picks her up and tucks her in bed, then tiptoes out the
door .

Shana dreanms on

EXT. - ARACELIS - ILMARI VILLAGE - N GHT
Fire surges across the entire valley.

Lavi, hood pulled up against the snoke, fights against
CRONDS OF FLEEI NG VI LLAGERS.

LAVI 2
Has anyone seen ny sister?

He stops an OLDER PROPHET, whose robes are singed.

LAVI 2
Pl ease, do you know where the
priestess is? |Is she safe?

The ol d man whi npers, gesturing to the foothills past the
vi | | age.

Jostled by the man tripping past him Lavi pales as the
shrine begins to crunble.

LAVI 2
Shana, to ne!

Shana, back in jaguar form bounds to his side. Lavi vaults
onto her back and fornms a hand-sign, channeling his magic.

He urges her on, and she is suddenly able to take inpossible
| eaps across the valley and up into the shrine.

I NT. - SHRINE - CENTRAL CHAMBER

A faintly glow ng pool overflows across the once-beautiful
chanber, waterfalls seeping sideways, supporting pillars
cracked and cavi ng.

LAVI 2
Ithylial Ithylia? Can you hear ne?

Shana shifts back into her human form and the two split up.
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Lavi struggles around the debris, sloshing through knee-deep
water still on the rise.

He nakes it to the back of the shrine to find Ithylia
kneeling before the altar, clutching her bell.

LAVI 2
Ithylia! W have to go, the tenple
i s collapsing!

| THYLI A remai ns notionless. Lavi noves to carry her out.

SHANA 2 (O S.)
Lavi, no! Don't touch her!

Lavi whi ps around. H's hood falls.

LAVI 2
l"mnot letting her die, not |ike
t hi s!

He reaches for her shoul der, but is blasted backwards by
some invisible force.

Ithylia turns to face him Her eyes burn white. Wen she
speaks, her voice is warped, mngled wwth a dark power that
is not her own.

| THYLI A
Such a silly sister you have here,
probing into the deep reaches of
the Azure wi thout perm ssion. Wke
me frommy cursed slunber with the
sweet sound of her summoni ng bell.

She flings the bell with superhuman strength and it shatters
agai nst one of the statue faces.

| THYLI A
Asilly sister, yes, but certainly
much nicer than ny own, woul dn’t
you say, Shana?

SHANA 2
No, it can't bel

| THYLI A
It would seemthe seal you placed
on me was not as strong as you
bel i eved. Broken by so snmall and
sweet a thing. Ten thousand years
is along time, but it is no
eternity. But perhaps | should have

( MORE)
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| THYLI A (cont’ d)
liked to remai n asl eep, having
awoken to such a cruel reality. To
curse your kin twice over is an
unf or gi vabl e betrayal. You | eave ne
no choice but to erase such a fal se
exi stence.

Ithylia raises a hand towards Shana, closing it into a fist.

Shana gasps, choking, then is lifted off her feet and
slamed into a pillar.

LAVI 2
Shana! !

I NT. - LAVI' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Shana jolts awake, scream ng and clutching at her throat.

Tangled in the sheets, she thrashes wildly and slips off the
bed.

She flinches as the door bangs open.
Lavi rushes in, mssing a few layers but still clothed.

LAVI 1
(to hinself) Dam it, the
ni ght mares agai n? (to Shana)
Shana?

SHANA 1
No, you have to get out!

Hal fway to her side, Lavi hesitates, uncertain, then closes
t he di stance between themto Shana’s continued shrieking.

He drops to his knees, tentatively pulling her hands away
from her neck as he tries to cal mher.

LAVI 1
Shana, they can't hear you, they're
dead. It’s just a dream you're al
right.

SHANA 1
No, no, no, they can't be dead. |
have to help them | have to save
t hem

Lavi | ooks pained. He closes his eyes.
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FLASHBACK - BOMBI NG AFTERVATH

Shana and Lavi stand aghast in an Acadeny cl assroom snoke
and flane reflected off the wi ndows covering the |eft side
of the building. Sonme are cracked or shattered fromthe
expl osi on.

Snoke | eaks into the roomas alarns blare fromthe hall.
Over them an announcenent:

COMVANDER TANI TH
This is not a drill, | repeat, this
is not adrill. Students and
faculty shall remain in their
classroonms until further notice.
The city is under attack.

SHANA 1
(murmuring) Mm -

She | ooks over at Lavi, his face screwed up and wet with
t ears.
And Lia. .

The doors at each end of the room | ock automatically. Shana
sprints to the back and funbles with the handle. Lavi
westles with her, trying to pull her back.

SHANA 1
Let go! | have to help them 1 have
to save then

LAVI 1
You can’t. You know you can’t. It’s
too late - they were dead before we
could even realize it. If you go
out there now, you'll die too.

SHANA 1
| don’t care! It’s ny nother, your
sister - we can't |ose them

LAVI 1
W al ready have. That’s why you
have to stay. Because | can’'t | ose
you too. | need you, Shana.

PRESENT DAY - SHANA' S BEDROOM

Teary-eyed, Lavi surveys Shana, still shuddering and
sobbi ng.
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LAVI 1
It’s okay, it’s not your fault.
It’s not your fault.

Lavi |l eans to take her face in his hands, but she recoils
agai nst the bed, breathing hard. She gasps for air.

LAVI 1
Breat he, Shana, breathe. There' s no
expl osi on, you can breathe. W’'re
home, we’re here, together. You
said as long as we’'re together,
we'd be all right, renmenber?

Shana freezes.
FLASHBACK - BOWBI NG AFTERVATH

Shana sinks to the floor with Lavi. They huddl e t oget her.

SHANA 1
| need you too. | know | act |ike
don’t need peopl e hol ding ny hand,

but. ..
She takes his, tentative but then tightly.

SHANA 1
Gow ng up as kids, I always felt
i ke when we were together, there
was not hing we couldn’t do, that no
matter what happened, everything
woul d be okay in the end.

LAVI 1
And now?

SHANA 1
"Toget her" m ght mean sonet hi ng
different, but everything else is
the sane. As long as we're
together, | know we’' |l be al
right.

PRESENT DAY - SHANA' S BEDROOM
Shana seens to surrender.

Lavi cups her cheeks in his hands. He brushes away her tears
and the hair in her eyes.

A new wave of tears replaces the first and she buries her
face in his shoulder. He rubs her back.
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LAVI 1
Shh, shh, you're all right, I'm
her e.
SHANA 1

But you' re there too! You and Lia
and the other -

LAVI 1
Shana.

Shana attenpts to conpose herself.

SHANA 1
It wasn’t just a dream

LAVI 1
| know how rmuch you mss them | do
too, | think about them every day.
But you' ve got to let this go. The
ni ght mares have to stop

SHANA 1
You don’t understand, | can't stop
it. Doesn’t matter what | do.

LAVI 1
You couldn’t have stopped it.
There’s no need to feel guilty -

SHANA 1
That’s not what |’ mtal ki ng about!
| tried to tell you before -

LAVI 1
But the ni ghtmares -

SHANA 1
Aren’t just nightmares anynore.
They' re real, the dreans are real

Lavi stares at her.

END OF ACT THREE & PART ONE

PART TWO
ACT ONE
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I NT. - LAVI’'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT (LATER)

The pair sit quietly on Shana' s bed.

LAVI 1
And this has been going on for
weeks?

SHANA 1

Yeah. Sonetines |'d wake up and it
woul d feel alnost like | was on the
wong side. That’'s how | knew I
think, that it was all really

happeni ng.
LAVI 1
How can you be conpletely sure
t hough?
SHANA 1
For the last tinme, |I’mnot making

this up! There’s no way | could

i nvent whole histories in ny head -
in my sleep! The people, their
culture, their magic, it’s al

real!

LAVI 1
But | thought you said the village
and the tenple were destroyed?

SHANA 1
Yes, but they could have made it
out sonehow, couldn’t they? Magic,

r emenber ?

LAVI 1
...But if they didn't, doesn’t that
mean the dreans will end?

SHANA 1

No, they have to have survived.
need themto be alive.

LAVI 1
They probably don’'t even know
you' re alive! Why is this so
i nportant to you?

SHANA 1
Because! ...Because if they're
alive in that world, then maybe
there’s a chance - nmaybe there’'s a

( MORE)
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SHANA 1 (cont’d)
chance that ny nother is too. |
know it woul dn’t be the sane, but
if I could just see her again -

LAVI 1
Don't talk like that.

SHANA 1
Why not ?

LAVI 1

Because it’'s not healthy! You're
scaring ne a little, okay? You know
t he Acadeny coul d revoke your
license if they found out about al

of this?

SHANA 1
What, because they’ Il think I'm
crazy? |’ ve always been crazy! |I'm

t he one no one wants to pair off
with for sinulations or scrinmuages!
But you know what el se? Over forty
peopl e applied to take the
practical today, and I'’mthe only
one they passed! Maybe a little
crazy is what they were | ooking
for, huh?

LAVI 1
O maybe they just think you' re
expendabl e.

SHANA 1
Excuse ne?!

LAVI 1
Listen to ne, Shana! The I|zarian
Al'liance coul d declare war on us
any day now, and you know what’ |
happen then? They' ||l reassign
everyone of age to the Nephthys
Fl eet to defend the border and
we'll all get ourselves bl own up!
| s that what you want?

SHANA 1
No, Lavi, | -

LAVI 1
Vll it damm wel |l shouldn’t be! And
it’s not what your nother woul d

( MORE)
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LAVI 1 (cont’d)
want either! | prom sed her Shana,
| promised | would protect you! But
if I dielike her and Ithylia and

the rest of the victins, | won't be
able to keep that prom se. If war
breaks out, | -

He breaks off, pulling Shana cl ose.

He presses his lips to her forehead, hard and hal f-desperate
as the swall ow he takes to steel hinself.

LAVI 1
| f war breaks out, | have half a
mnd to run away. And | know it’s
cliche, but you ve al ways been ny
better half, so...would you cone
wth ne? | don’t even know if |
could do it without you in the

first place. ...But | wouldn’t nake
you go if you wanted to stay and
fight. You're a fighter, | know.

That’'s why they passed you, because
who better to have as a fighter
pil ot than soneone who's had air
suprenacy over her skies for nearly
all her life?

Shana smiles into Lavi’s shirt, and hugs hi m back.
SHANA 1
| thought you were a pilot, not a
poet .

Lavi huns a | augh as they break apart.

LAVI 1
So you're all right now?
SHANA 1
Yes, but...wll you stay? Pl ease?

A rare nmonment of vulnerability. Lavi smles.

LAVI 1
You want nme to bring you up sone
di nner? You never ate.

SHANA 1
Yeah, 1'd Ii ke that, thanks.
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EXT. - ZEPHYRION RIM - TESTI NG FACI LI TY ROOFTOP - N GHT

The storny desert sky is obstructed by an expanse of shining
whi teness; the titan-spirit OROCS, winged with a halo-Iike
ring around its disenbodied orb of a head rises before a
tall building. The roof is sneared with twisting trails of

bl ood.

Dr. Marcoh kneels at the | edge, bl ood-spattered, arns
outstretched inploringly. At his feet, |lines upon |lines of
naked cor pses.

ORGCS
This sacrifice is insufficient.
DR. MARCCH
Pl ease! You prom sed! | prayed just

i ke you asked -

ORCS
Yet you’'ve failed to neet the
condi ti ons of our bargain.

DR. MARCCOH
| - 1 can bring you nore
sacrifices, | swear. W're

collecting nore test subjects as we
speak, we just need tine!

ORGCS
You dare nane patience as the price
for my power, when it is not mne
to pay?

DR. MARCCH
WWe want the sane thing, the
strength to exterm nate those who
have betrayed us! W had an
under st andi ng!

ORGCS
| understand that you prom sed ne
10, 000 souls in exchange for a
portion of ny power. This sacrifice
is insufficient.

DR. MARCOH
Pl ease, d-don't kill ne! No one
wi ns that way!

ORCS

Just as sacrifice is not
inextricably linked to failure,

( MORE)
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ORCS (cont’ d)
| oss of life does not equal loss in
life. W are dealing with
sacrifice, not wwns or |osses. You
fear the potential of dem se so
greatly, you would arm yourself
needl essly agai nst an annihil ation
i npossi ble for your kind. It is no
wonder there are those who wi sh for
your death as nuch as you resi st
it. And they nay well be the ones
to see it done, as the nature of
our contract prevents ne from doi ng
so.

DR. MARCCH
You are nerciful indeed.

ORCS
| amnot nerciful, you are sinply
mundane. Your war means nothing to
me conpared to the treachery of ny
kin. 10,000 souls and we will both
have what we seek. For now, | shal
accept this initial offering.

A piercing humthat fluctuates in pitch alnost Iike a song
ills the air, and the bodies float upwards.

0

rise, we see that the flesh on their backs has
off, their spinal colums ravaged or partially torn

At last level with the titan's head, an orifice materializes
to consume them

The rain runs red.
Li ghtning fl ashes, and O os vani shes.

Ml es away, a rebel airship squadron cones to halt, the
engi nes’ screamng lost to the storm

REBEL 1
VWhat the hell was that?!

REBEL 2
You telling ne you ain’t seen no
lightning strike before?

REBEL 1
No, before it hit, t-there was this
thing, this nonster! | coul dda

( MORE)
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REBEL 1 (cont’d)
swore | saw it. W should fal
back.

REBEL 2
Wll, we’'re gonna hafta in the
meantime. That storm up ahead’s
i npassi ble. Mght put us back a few
hours, but we’ve cone this far,
can’t turn back now If we're
| ucky, the Rimll be ours cone sun

up.

I NT. - METROPOLIS OF AZURA - LAVI'S HOUSE - DAY
It is barely first light, but the city is very nuch awake.

I nsi de the house, Shana wakes abruptly to the discordant
sound of warning bells.

She scranbl es over Lavi, out of bed, and to the still-open
wi ndow, hol di ng her ears.

Pani ¢ races through the streets and across her face.

SHANA 1
Lavi! Lavi, get up, we’' re under
att ack!

She runs out of the room returning with Lavi’s uniform

She unfolds her own, holding it out in front of her to bl ock
the fast-rising sun. Her expression hardens.

LAVI 1
So this is it then? You really want
to do this?

Shana nods.

LAVI 1 (CONT' D)
| know you want closure, but this
isnt the only way to get it.

SHANA 1
Runni ng away won’t hel p though. 1’ m
not doing this just for my nom |I’'m
doing it for you too, for Zurdic.
We took an oath, nowit’s tine to
l[ive up to it.
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LAVI 1
| know. But you d better swear ne
sonmet hing too. The only way you
really live up to that oath is by
living. You live, you hear ne?

SHANA 1
Loud and cl ear, Lavi.

She kisses him and they finish dressing in frantic silence,
hustling downstairs.

Lavi grabs a bread bun for each of them Shana grabs his
hand, and they sprint out the door towards the Acadeny.

EXT. - AZURA ACADEMY - FLI GHT DECK - DAY

Vet erans and recent graduates alike stand at attention in
bl ock formation, awaiting briefing and assi gnnent.

Commander Tanith paces before them as she begins a speech,
severity in every syllable.

COVMANDER TANI TH
My fellow Infinauts, the |zarian
Al'li ance rebel s have taken the
Zephyrion Rm | regret to inform
you that as of 0400 hours this
nor ni ng, the Sky Col onies of Zurdic
are at war.

Gimsilence follows. The conmander | ooks to the other
of ficers standing behind her. They nove forward to assune
| eadership of the various bl ocks.

TANI TH
You will be grouped into units
conprised of multiple rankings to
ensure skill diversification.
Sel ect nenbers from S-d ass,
R-C ass, and CCl asses will fill
t he open positions of Nephthys
Fl eet Kl As. First-year graduates
and rookies are hereby ordered to
remain stationed at the Acadeny
until further notice.

Tanith gives the command for dism ssal, but Shana remains
where she stands, immobilized by shock and fury.

She wat ches Lavi’s block march off towards the separate
hangar housi ng the Nepht hys shi ps.
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Her hands ball into fists.

SHANA 1
Conmander Tani th! Commander!

She jogs up al ongsi de her.
You can’t do this to us, we've
wor ked so hard to get here! W
don’t deserved to be sidelined!

TANI TH
You are by no neans "sidelined." W
need troops stationed here to
defend our capital. The Acadeny
puts the city at risk as a synbol
of governnent synpathy. Should the
rebels return, we nust not allow a
repeat of their initial invasion.

SHANA 1
Waiting around for a possible
attack doesn’t get ne anywhere - |
want to fight! I'’mjust as
qualified as any of the second rank
pilots, and you know it!

Fart her down the bl ock, Lavi breaks ranks and sneaks to the
end of his row. Distracted, the commander does not see.

TANI TH
Ms. Val nerr, no one denies your
skills are exceptional. However, it
woul d seem you are an exception
can’t afford to make. I’ msorry,
that’s nmy final word. Now, do your
duty and et ne do m ne.
Shana drops back, crestfallen.
Lavi touches her armdiscreetly as he passes her.

She calls after him but he does not turn back.

I NT. - LAVI' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Shana flings herself onto the bed.

She crunpl es her assignment slip and chucks it across the
room then flops onto her stomach to screaminto her pillow.

Fl ushed and scow ing, she rolls over and studies her
Nepht hys poster for the unpteenth tine.
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SHANA 1
(rubbing her arm) | didn't
even get to say goodbye.

She hol ds the place where Lavi’s hand had been, right over a
smal | pocket on her jacket sleeve. There is sonething
i nsi de.

She frowns, and fishes it out. In her hand hang the keys to
the private hangar and Lavi’s Orbital.

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

I NT. - PRI VATE HANGAR - NI GHT

Shana slips into the now unguarded hangar. She passes
several other airships in a beeline towards the back.

Qut of the corner of her eye, she catches Lavi’s O bital
stati oned inconspi cuously behind sonme | arger nodels, and
sm | es.

She spots the Bl adewi ng on the other side of the hangar, its
shape unmi st akabl e even under its protective canvas.

She hesitates, | ooking fromone to the other. She pockets
Lavi’'s keys and wal ks past it.

She yanks the tarp off the Bladewing, lingering to admre
t he design, then situates herself

| NSI DE

She presses her hand agai nst the scanner, and the various
dashboard screens |ight up.

Shana steers herself into the gravigate. The hatch opens.

SHANA 1
Rel ease gravity fields.

TSADDE
Gavity fields disarmng in 3, 2,
1

Clear of the gate, Shana shoots off into the night.



37.

EXT. - ARACELIS - |LMARI VILLAGE OUTSKI RTS - NI GHT

Lavi carries an unconscious Ithylia on his back, the blazing
remains of his village radiating around himas he pl unges
into the thickening underbrush |eading into the forest.

A bul ge in his pouch pocket w ggles, and a quoll slips out
onto the ground.

LAVI 2
Shana, what’s w ong?

Shana nor phs back into human form
She tries to stand, but falls back, her breathing |abored.
Lavi stoops beside her, placing a hand on her back.
LAVI 2
I’ll be all right on my own for a
whil e | onger. Please, you need to
rest.
He pats the pouch, but Shana shakes her head.
SHANA 2

No, | nust return to the Azure. |
must warn my kind of Oros’ return.

LAVI 2
You' re not fully recovered. Surely
you can -

SHANA 2

It cannot wait. They are ny famly.
| need to ensure their safety. |
have never seen Oros so powerful.

suspect he will only desire nore if
he wi shes to succeed with his
pl ans.

Lavi grips Ithylia tighter, and nods.

LAVI 2
He spoke of "tw ce-cursed kin" and
a "fal se existence." What did he
mean?

SHANA 2
Many, many years ago, when your
peopl e di scovered the Azure, ny
kind was unsure howto act. It was
the first time we had cone into

( MORE)
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SHANA 2 (cont’d)
contact wth creatures fromthe
physi cal plane. Oros felt we should
remain true to our duties as
guar di ans and keep the Azure pure,
undi sturbed by outside forces. |
and many ot hers di sagreed. Your
peopl e were benevol ent, and we saw
no reason to try to put up walls in
a boundl ess di nension. O os
consi dered this a betrayal of our
creed, and began killing those he
contracted with, trying to thwart
what he saw as treason. W had no
choice but to seal himaway. ...It
woul d seem hi s slunber has granted
himfresh eyes. Now at |east he
sees who the traitors truly are. If
my suspicions are correct, |
bel i eve he neans to cl eanse the
uni verse of all that has corrupted
hi s har nony.

LAVI 2
He would kill his own kind in the
nanme of peace?

SHANA 2
M ne and yours, yes. Wiich is why
we must stop himbefore he obtains
t he power to do so.

Lavi hel ps her stand.

SHANA 2
| will return to your side as
quickly as I can. Until then, be

saf e.
She touches his armbriefly, then holds out her own.

SHANA 2
Prepare yourself.

Lavi backs away a few paces.

Shane rai ses her face towards the stars, both arns
out stretched.

Li ght shines out her eyes, nose, and nouth until her body
becones conpletely suffused in the gl ow

A final flare bursts, and a white streak shoots up into the
starry sky.
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As though he had the wi nd knocked out of him Lavi staggers
down on one knee.

LAVI 2
|’ d al nost forgotten what that
feels like.

He rises again, and turns back to survey the charred ruins
of his village.

LAVI 2
May this be the only tine | have to
say it: CGoodbye.

He | ooks to the sky, then at Ithylia, then resunmes his trek
into the forest.

I NT. - ZURDI C - BLADEW NG COCKPI T - DAY

Shana soars over a strait towards the desert province of
| zaria, the floating capital city far behind her.

Above and below her, the Free Cities drift equidistant
t hrough the sky.

Much higher in the distance, Shana spots a |arger |andnass.
The central display identifies it as the "Fourth Tier."

SHANA 1
That’ s where Lavi should be right
now, not at the R m

She glances at the mni-map in the corner of the screen.

SHANA 1
|1l never catch up to himat this
rate. Tsadde, trial run’s over. Can
we do anyt hi ng about the stupid
saf ety node?

TSADDE
Saf ety Mode: Di sengaged.
SHANA 1
Yes, finally! Now we can really get

goi ng!

SKY PI RATE (O . S.)
You’' re not goi ng anywher e!

Shana | ooks out the wi ndow. A dozen airships, msmatched in
nodel and mechanics materialize out of thin air.
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SHANA 1
(to herself) Dam pirates and
t hei r cl oaki ng devi ces! (Over
t he radi o) Back off, boys,
this sky ain’t big enough for
t he both of us!

SKY PI RATE
Not til you surrender that there
shi p!

SHANA 1

Not gonna happen!

She accel erates, but the bandits foll ow

SHANA 1
Tsadde, run tactical and nechani cal
anal yses.

TSADDE

Dual analyses in progess. (Beat.)
Structural weak spots identified.
Now t ar geti ng.

Shana attacks the two nearest ships head on, |ooping away to
take out the third as the other two suffer critical damage.

One |loses a wing and spirals into a fourth flier.

Shana rockets straight up, using the cloud coverage to her
advant age.

TSADDE
Anal ysi s conpl ete. Now adapti ng
cl oaki ng nechani zati on. Progress:
forty-eight percent.

Shana flies into the clouds, the two remaining bandits on
her tail.

Seventy-three percent.
The bandits fire at her.

Shana rolls, surround-shields deflecting the charges.
Ni nety-si x percent.

The bandits aimto ram her from both sides. She shoots
upwar ds, poppi ng out over the cloud.

Seconds |l ater, the pirates energe as well, but the Bl adew ng
has vani shed.

Shana di sabl es the radi o, cackling.
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SHANA 1
See ya, suckers!

She tears off, losing the pirates in less than a m nute.

The now tranquil scene quiets her. She | ooks down at the
cl ouds bel ow her and sm | es.

SHANA 1

And just like that, here we are,
Mom All the way past the cl ouds.

EXT. - ARACELIS - FOREST - DAY

Lavi | ooks up at the clouds, his neck stiff, eyes bl oodshot
and shadowed. He carries Ithylia in his arnmns.

She stirs, and he noves quickly to set her down in the
shade.

LAVI 2
Ithylia, thank the spirits you' re
all right. I was starting to think
|"d | ost you.

| THYLI A
Where are we? \What happened?

LAVI 2
The village - got destroyed. | was

taki ng you to the nei ghboring town.

| THYLI A
The village...it’s ny fault!

LAVI 2
It’s not, you didn’t know You were
only doing your duty as priestess.

| THYLI A
But the prophets, our people -

LAVI 2
Many of them survived. They’ ve
probably already nade it into town.

| THYLI A

We shouldn’t go there. They' Il hate
me for what |1’ ve done.
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LAVI 2
They coul d never hate you. You are
our priestess, the nost bel oved
menmber of our tribe, the reason we
have been able to conti nue our
ancestors’ | egacy.

| THYLI A
But |'’ve ruined it! |I’ve ruined it
f orever!

She struggles to stand; Lavi hel ps hold her upright.

LAVI 2
As long as you're alive, nothing is
truly lost. You are our |ight, our
hope. Wth that, we can rebuild. It
will take tinme, but we will. It is
good you were chosen so young.

| THYLI A
Perhaps if | was older, | would not
have wandered of f and gotten
everyone into trouble.

LAVI 2
It is an error our people
understand well. It is in our

nature to wonder. Soneti nes
wonderings |lead to wanderings. It
is how we di scovered the Azure in
the first place.

| THYLI A
It is not the sane. |t does not
excuse ny actions.

LAVI 2
Do not punish yourself with the
past. W nust carry on if we are to
reach the village and find the
ot hers. Hol ding onto such pain wll
only slow you down. Let go. It wll
be all right.

| THYLI A
Where’ s Shana? W nust warn the
guardi ans, though |I fear I’mtoo
weak to enter the Azure nyself.
Per haps she can contact themin ny
pl ace.
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LAVI 2
That’ s what she’s doing right now.
Al t hough, I'mgetting worri ed.
Ni ght has cone and gone, and she
hasn’t yet returned..

Ithylia closes her eyes for a nonent.

| THYLI A
| can sense her presence, but it is
faint. She is on Aracelis, but
likely too weak to assune her
physi cal form

LAVI 2
Her spirit’s trapped? She nust have
m sj udged my | ocati on when she
descended. Can you tell which
direction she is?

Ithylia points to the right.

LAVI 2
That’s the way to the village.
Per haps she’s found the others. If
we hurry, we can nmake it through
the forest by nightfall

| THYLI A
Let’ s go.

EXT. - ARACELIS - FOREST - DAY (LATER)

The trees are becom ng sparser. Fading daylight illum nates
the path. Lavi helps Ithylia walk.
| THYLI A
I"mall right now, Lavi. | can walk
by nysel f.
LAVI 2

We coul d have gone faster if you'd
just let nme carry you.

| THYLI A
It wouldn’t have been fair after
you carried ne all night! You re as
exhausted as | am probably nore so
wi t hout Shana at your side.
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SHANA 2 (O S.)
|’ mnot sure | can | end you nuch
strength like this.

LAVI 2
Shanal!

Slightly ahead of them Shana |eans against a tree for
support, favoring one |eg.

The siblings rush to her side.

| THYLI A
Your | eg!

LAVI 2
It | ooks broken.

SHANA 2
| ve never | anded so poorly in ny
life. Maybe | could use sone flying
| essons frommy other half.

LAVI 2
At | east your sense of hunor’s
still intact.

He pulls her arm around his shoul der.

Shana hops off the tree.

SHANA 2
It was hard enough to develop in
the first place, | amnot like to
lose it so easily.

She sniles at Ithylia, who takes her other hand.

LAVI 2
St ubbor nness too, | see.

The three resune wal ki ng al ong the path.
Shana | ooks strai ght ahead, unanused.
SHANA 2

Sober yourself, Lavi. W need to
enter the Azure. W nust cont act

Shana.

LAVI 2
Contact her? But we're not neant
t o-
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SHANA 2
The ot her guardi ans have given ne
speci al perm ssion. They believe it
may be the only way to stop Oros.

LAVI 2
What do you nean?

SHANA 2
We are no longer the only ones with
a connection to her world. Oos is
there as well.

Ithylia | ooks up at Shana, terrified.

END CF ACT TWO

ACT THREE

| NT. - BLADEW NG COCKPI T - DAY

The desert draws near.

A burning sensation hits Shana' s back and head.

gri maces.

SHANA 1
| s that supposed to happen?

The pain returns, stronger than before.

TSADDE
Medi cal assi stance recomended.
Vital s unstabl e.

SHANA 1
kay, no, no, definitely not. (Wth
a grunt) Wsat the heck is going
on?!

She | oses altitude as the pain intensifies.

TSADDE
War ni ng: severe inflammation
det ect ed. Recommended course of
action: disenbark.

SHANA 1
Wth nowhere to |and, right.
... Maybe there’ s energency protocol
i nformati on sonewhere else in the
dat abase. Tsadde, display al
former pilot |ogs.

45.

She
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Hundr eds of records pop up on screen, all ending in
term nation of the test pilots.

Shana stares in disbelief.

A blinking red light at the corner of one w ndow draws her
attention. It contains a video file.

A young nman, ANTON, records hinself frominside a Bl adew ng.
Shana recogni zes him

SHANA 1
Ant on?
ANTON
If you' re watching this, |’ m dead.

W’'re all dead. And you'll be next
if you don't find a way to stop
t hem

SHANA 1
Then? Who' s t henf?

ANTON
They’'re lying to us. Suppressing
the rebellion is just a front. They
want to use the Bl adew ngs to
conquer the colonies. Marcoh’'s
convinced that they're all plotting
agai nst the governnent, devel opi ng
weapons to destroy the capital. So
he created the Bl adew ngs,
invincible airships able to take
out any threat. Only he couldn’t
get them working properly. Not
enough power. ...It took nonths,
but | got close to him got access
to off limts areas, hacked into
their security systens - and found
this.

He fiddles with the Bl adewing controls and pulls up other
video files.

One shows the bonmbing of an |zarian town, dated over a year
ago.

Horrified, Shana watches fleeing towspeopl e becone
ki dnapped under the guise of evacuati on.

Anot her shows the victins undergo invasive operations, chips

inplanted into their brains, electronic ports drilled into
their spines.
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A third depicts nunerous subjects perishing during flight
tests.

The final footage shows Marcoh sacrificing the bodies to
O os.

SHANA 1
(whi spering) ...Wre on the
wrong si de.
The pain returns, and Shana spasns.
She struggles to keep the Bladewi ng in the sky.

The screens flash red, warning alarns issuing fromthe
pressurization display and nedi cal nonitor.

Shana’s vitals fluctuate wildly; the ship plumrets.

EXT. - ARACELIS - FOREST - DAY

Lavi and Shana sit facing one another, holding hands. Shana
wat ches Lavi intently, whose eyes are cl osed.

LAVI 2
W have to do it now. |I’'msorry,
there’s no time. Can you manage?

SHANA 2
It will weaken nme, but yes. | nust.

She squeezes his hands, and cl oses her eyes as well.

As Lavi chants, Shana's tattoos spring to life, slithering
outward from her body and onto the ground, encircling them
like a seal. Light radiates from Shana s eyes.

| NT. - BLADEW NG - DAY

Shana sags in her seat. Light flares behind her Iids, and
her eyes fly open.

She grabs the controls and steadi es the Bl adew ng enough to
prevent it from crashing.



48.

I NT. - THE AZURE - DAY

The prophet and his famliar remain in position, their
bodi es suspended by rippling blue m st that extends
endlessly in all directions.

Shana jolts; the light | eaves her eyes and she blinks
rapidly in confusion.

SHANA 1
Lavi ?
LAVI 2
Hel | o, Shana.
SHANA 1
What’ s going on? What is this
pl ace?
LAVI 2
This is the Azure.
SHANA 1
Then you're -
LAVI 2
Not the Lavi you know.
SHANA 1
Ch, but | do know you! O at | east
it feels like | do - |I’ve been

dream ng about you for weeks.

LAVI 2
| know.

SHANA 1
You know?

LAVI 2

| " ve been wat chi ng over you, yes.
It’s ny job, as a prophet to ny
peopl e.

Shana nods.

SHANA 1
You junp between di nensions to
create a record of other realities,
right?
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LAVI 2
Yes, for as |long as anyone can
remenber, such has been the way of
the Ilmari. W have al ways
observed. .. but never before have we
interfered.

SHANA 1
So this, you and | talking, isn't
meant to happen.

LAVI 2
No, never. It risks drastic shifts
in both our realities.

SHANA 1
(upset) Then why?

LAVI 2
Why are you crying?

SHANA 1
| thought...ever since | realized
what ny dreans neant, | wanted -
|"d hoped that | could find ny
nmot her in your world, the wonman who

| ooks I'ike her, | mean.

LAVI 2
A shared soul does not equal a
shared mnd. | nay | ook identica

to the Lavi on your world, yet you
do not love nme as you love him W
are our own selves, just as you and
Shana are. So too it is for your
not her. Findi ng the woman who
shares her soul, if she is to be
found at all, will not bring you

t he peace you seek.

SHANA 1
You and Lavi are nore alike than
you think. He said the sane, in
di fferent words.

LAVI 2
Pl ease don’t m sunderstand. | do
not speak in reproach. Shana - ny
Shana - believes it is only through
the strength of that w sh, the
strength of your |ove, that your
soul was able to cross over into
Aracelis. Everyone has dreans; it

( MORE)
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LAVI 2 (cont’d)
is only the strongest that cone
true.

SHANA 1
But 1’ m not strong. Headstrong
maybe, but not truly strong. As a
child, I would | ook up at the sky
and see freedom During ny
training, with all the doctors or
dimMts standing in the doorway, i
was the only place that really fel
i ke hone. But now -

t
t

LAVI 2
The sky, it rem nds you of your
not her, does it not? Beautiful an
gentle, with arns wi de open, always
t here when you | ook up, always so
full of light and that quiet Kkind
of wi sdom from seei ng many noons.

SHANA 1
Yes, it does. O it did. But now
it’s just another cage. It’s
ironic. The truth should have set
me free, but here | am feeling
nore trapped than ever.

LAVI 2
(Beat.) Look down.

The m st parts underneath themto reveal the open sky.

Far to the east stands the capital. To the west, the

Zephryi on

Bel ow,

Rim and beyond it, the desert province of |zaria.

the Bl adewi ng, a choppily drifting dot.

LAVI 2
Bef ore you is everything you | ove,
your sky, your country, your Lavi.
You are not trapped. You do not
have wi ngs, and yet you fly. You do
not know all that exists beyond the
bl ue, yet still you brave these
skies. You are free because you
| ove. That is true strength.

SHANA 1
| m not strong enough to pilot the
Bl adewi ng, for whatever reason they
t hought | mght be. I"mdown there,
dying for all | know
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LAVI 2
You are strong enough to not, and
that is what truly matters. And you
are not dying. Shana has seen to
t hat .

SHANA 1
She saved ne?

LAVI 2
Yes, but she cannot maintain the
substitution for much | onger. The,
ah, famly feud has weakened her
severely.

SHANA 1
That spirit that possessed Ithylia
you nean?

LAVI 2
Yes, her brother O os.

SHANA 1
He is here on Zurdic, conspiring
with the mlitary. Sone sort of
power exchange.

LAVI 2
Al'l for the sake of revenge.
SHANA 1
A feeling | amall too famliar
with.

LAVI 2
You asked ne why we woul d take such
risks to save you. That is why.
Because you understand. You al one
understand the plight of all our
people. And that gives you the
power to set things right.

Blood trickles fromLavi’s nose. He wipes it away.
LAVI 2
Shana has reached her limt. You
nmust go now.

SHANA 1
But howwll | contact you again?
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LAVI 2
Your connection to Shana remains
intact. Should you need to, call to
her in a dream She will hear you.
And renenber, we are watchi ng over
you. ...It"s good you know how to

fly.

SHANA 1
What ? Why?

Shana si nks suddenly as the mi sts dissolve.

She tips toward the sky, and falls, flailing and scream ng.
A shining light streaks past her in ascent.

Al'l at once, she is back in the Bl adewi ng cockpit.

The pain returns, but not as badly as before. She is able to
reassume full control

The Nephythys fleet is in sight, and farther beyond it, the
R m

She takes off again, full speed ahead.

I NT. - NEPHTHYS FLAGSHI P - CENTRAL COMVAND - NI GHT

PRI VATE
Commander Tanith, we’ve picked up
sonet hing on the radar. An
unidentified aircraft of some sort.

Tanith watches the nonitor as the Bl adewi ng dodges
unsteadily in and out of the patrol units’ paths.

TANI TH
Good thing invisibility shields
can’t hide heat signatures.

PRI VATE
What should we do, ma’anf? It would
appear either the ship or the
operat or has sustai ned some dammge.
Looks |i ke she won’'t be in the air
much | onger

TANI TH
Let her dock. I will deal with the
i ntruder nyself. Do not sound the
alarm No need in distracting the
troops fromour m ssion.
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I NT. - NEPHTHYS FLAGSHI P - MEDI CAL BAY - NI GHT
Shana staggers into the enpty nedi cal bay.

She rifles through various drawers until she finds a syringe
and a vial of dianorphine.

Wth shaking fingers, she sterilizes the needle, then
pl unges it into her thigh.

Trenbl i ng, she turns back towards the door.

Bef ore she can reach it, it opens.

Commander Tanith stands before her.
COMWANDER TANI TH

Shana Val nerr. You' re supposed to
be back at the Acadeny.

SHANA 1
| was going to cone find you, |
swear, | just needed sonething for

the pain first -

TANI TH
For the pain, you say? Here, let ne
hel p you with that.

She backhands her across the face.

Shana stunbl es backwards into a counter, and sinks down the
front, clutching her cheek in shock.

TANI TH
You just had to play the hero,
didn’t you? Di sobeying orders and
stealing a state-of-the-art
airship. And for what? To avenge
nmomy dear est ?

Shana ains a punch at her throat, but Tanith catches and
secures a handcuff to her wrist.

She drags her over to a gurney and cuffs her to the rail.

SHANA 1
You knew?! All this tine you knew

TANI TH
O course we knew And the rebels
did too! Wiy el se do you think they
tried to bonb the capital ?
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SHANA 1
The rebellion was justified! You
nmurdered their people! O course

t hey sought revenge! And | - | was
going to kill themtoo.
TANI TH

But wasn’t that the point? Didn't
you al so want revenge? How are you
going to get it if you can’t kil

t he peopl e who took your nother
away from you?

SHANA 1
It wasn’t them It was you! It was
you all along! | |ooked up to you,

| trusted youl!

TANI TH
And this is why power is such a
beautiful thing. It ensures faith.
No wonder everyone wants to play
god.

SHANA 1
Is that what this is then? You and
Mar coh and everyone else trying to
outstrip humanity and fly with the
angel s?

TANI TH
You shoul d understand that desire,
Mss "First Class." You re al nbst a
seraph yoursel f.

SHANA 1
Those machi nes, they' re wong. That
kind of power, it’s not neant to
be! Look at what they’ ve done, it’s
terrible -

TANI TH
Terrible yes, but beautiful. Like
the m ght of angels. Warriors of
t he heavens, but nmade to serve man.
It is truly a glorious design. No,
you don’t think so? Shall we get
anot her opi nion? How about | ask
Lavi what he thinks after |’ve
fucked himso hard he can’'t
remenber your nane?

Shana screans at her, thrashing against the handcuffs.
Tani th | aughs.
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TANI TH
If I was in a better nood, maybe
|"d | et you watch. But speci al
people |ike you don’t have tine for
that sort of thing, now do they?
They’ re too busy dyi ng!

She stabs a needl e into Shana’s neck. Shana begins
convul si ng.

TANI TH
Ch, don’t look so sad. This is
better than revenge - it’s reunion!

You shoul d be thanking nme, really.
Maybe it’s not first class, but
you’ re gonna be up on high, so who
cares? How fitting, Little Mss
Perfect, a true angel after all.

She stands to | eave, and chucks the syringe.
|’d love to stay, but I feel like
this is one of those nonents that’s
just too perfect to even watch.

The room di ssol ves into bl ackness.

W hear the pitiful sounds of Shana choki ng, gasping.
Under neat h, a slow ng heartbeat. Silence.

A woman in white swwns into view. She is beautiful, smling.

SHANA 1
Mont?

FADE QUT.



